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Today the best Asus CM-16 DealsPen Box - ASUS CM-16 DOCSIS... Image 1 of 4Image 2 of 4Image 3 of 4Image 4 of the 4 Products we tested, Asus CM-16 is probably the most beautiful cable modem. Its compact body stands upright with a sleek front and thinly patterned side panels. We tested it along with nine other cable modems to make sure it could
handle all your streaming, browsing, downloading and gaming needs. Connected to our network on Comcast Xfinity's 400 Mbps speed package, the fastest internet speeds available in our area, asus modem is easy to keep up with custom gaming PC downloads of big game files, Xbox One downloading another big game file, Sony PlayStation 4 also
downloading a large game file, Laptop streaming Netflix's resolution 4K and another laptop used for network monitoring. With 16 descending channels and four channels upstream, the CM-16 can reach speeds of up to 686 Mbps, which is higher than our lab's test capacity. Despite this, modems rarely work at maximum speeds and 16 x 4 modems work best
with internet advertising speeds of about 300 Mbps. For higher speeds, 24 x 8 modems like the Motorola MB7621 are better equipped to make sure you get the bandwidth you need. All modems we tested support speeds well above our 400 Mbps connection, and they are all performed in a similar way in our lab. This is great because any of the modems we
tested work well, even with multiple simultaneous bandwidth heavy applications going on. Because the products are all tested the same way, items such as ease of use and price are taken into account to a large extent in our ranking. Price-wise, ASUS CM-16 is good value. Renting a Comcast gateway can cost you about $132 a year. At less than $80, the
CM-16 costs much less and comes with a two-year manufacturer warranty, during which you can save up to $180 compared to renting from your provider. The CM-16 crashed into several road blocks during ease of testing. Our testers were puzzled by the CM-16 user interface. It was easy to find and access, but it's strongly dated. It looks and moves like
something built in the 90s. It works, but it's not as intuitive as most of the others we've encountered. The device itself does not have a power button, a small feature that most modems omit, but very useful if the modem ever stops working. In our study, we also found that the CM-16 appears on only four of the six modem compatibility lists we tested, although it
works for Comcast Xfinity, Cox and Spectrum.Overall, asus CM-16 cable modem is a beautiful, money-saving option to replace the rented modem. It can handle multiple devices at fast speeds and is simple setting up, even if its user interface looks and feels a little dated. Today the best Asus CM-16 dealsOpen Box - ASUS CM-16 DOCSIS... © 1996-2014,
Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates are sold and shipped: SennowContact Seller876 Ratings (79% Positive) Customer ServiceSatisfactory82.35%View of all sellers We guarantee your satisfaction The product we sell with a full refund - and you won't even need a receipt. However, if you need help or need to return the item, we are here for you! If the product
you purchased from us doesn't work as expected, please visit one of our knowledge experts at the store for free, where they can solve your problem or even exchange the product for a product that better suits your needs. If you need to return the item, simply return it to any Micro Center store for full refund or exchange. If you're a Micro Center insider or
have provided us with verified contact information (name, address, email address), you won't even need a receipt. The general return policy of desktop/laptops, tablets, processors, motherboards, digital cameras, video cameras and projectors, 3D printers, 3D scanners and CD/DVD understudy can be returned within 15 days of purchase. All other products
can be returned within 30 days of purchase. The product should be in a new state, with the original box /UPC, and all packaging/accessories/materials. If you need to return the software, game or movie, remember that you can't save any copies - it's not legal and it's not nice. Digital Downloads All Digital Download sales are final and are not eligible for return
or refund under the Micro Center's return policy. Using software may require the use of a computer or other device that must meet the minimum requirements of the system. It is recommended that you review the requirements of the system before you buy. Requirements for the software system are usually on the product information specification page. Micro
Center's air drones are pleased to comply with its usual 30-day return policy for aerial drones returning due to product defects or customer dissatisfaction. Unfortunately, we cannot accept refunds with damage due to pilot error. So let's be careful out there! According to the FAA as of December 21, 2015, all drones, regardless of the date of purchase,
weighing 0.55 pounds (8.82 ounces, 250 grams, 0.25 kg) and 55 pounds of lifting weight, must be registered for outdoor use. Details of registration can be found by Wireless phones and devices Wireless phones and devices can be returned within 14 days of purchase. When you return a wireless phone or device with a plan, you are responsible for ensuring
that your service is cancelled with the carrier. If you do not cancel the service, you may incur additional costs from your carrier. All carrier expenses are your responsibility. Refunds will be credited to the credit or debit card used for the initial purchase. As a service to our customers, Micro Center offers a technical In the store. Stay at any of our stores during
normal business hours and our experts will answer your computer questions or help you with things like: Micro Center Shopping Support If you need help with groceries from Micro Center, please contact one of our knowledgeable technical support representatives using the online chat button below, or visit our technical support page for additional options and
useful information. Photo: Michael HessionYour guidesJoel Santo DomingoThorin KlosowskiAfter researching nearly 100 cable modems over the past five years, we recommend the Motorola MB7621 if you have cable internet and you want to stop paying your INTERNET provider a separate rent modem. You can recoup the cost of the modem in just eight
months and then start saving up to $12 each month.Compatible with most providers, MB7621 supports internet plans up to 600 Mbps. It is always maintained, has a double warranty and pays off in about eight months. Motorola MB7621 is reliable, supports the fastest internet speeds available to the vast majority of Americans, and offers compatibility with
almost every non-gigabit plan from every cable internet service provider in the U.S., including Comcast Xfinity, Spectre (formerly Time Warner, Charter, and Bright House), Cox, Suddenlink, Sparklight/Cable One, and WOW-which gives you flexibility if you switch or switch. The MB7621 works well for plans of up to 600 megabits per second because it is a
DOCSIS 3.0 mode that can handle 24 descending channels and eight channels upstream. It also includes a two-way warranty. The CM600 supports the same speeds as the MB7621, but it's a bit more expensive and has a shorter, annual warranty. The Netgear CM600 is a 24×8 DOCSIS 3.0 modem that supports the same performance levels as the
Motorola MB7621, although it is a little more expensive. The biggest drawback is that although the CM600 has positive reviews from owners, it only comes with an annual warranty, while most modems come with a two-year warranty. Our former top pick is still a good choice if saving money is important to you, and until you're upgraded to a service plan faster
than 300 Mbps.America average internet rate measure of about 100 Mbps, ranging from low 20s to numbers approaching 97 Mbps, depending on which poll you choose. If your plan is in that range and you don't intend to upgrade beyond 300 Mbps anytime soon, we recommend the Netgear CM500. The CM500 corresponds to the provider's more expensive
CM600 compatibility, but its maximum download and download speed is lower (300 Mbps per CM500 vs. 600 Mbps per CM600, although Suddenlink certifies it at 500 Mbps). The CM500 has a good reputation for reliability, but like the CM600 it only comes with an annual warranty. (We recommend 16×4 modems such as THE CM500, even if your plan will
work with a slower modem because providers reduce support to 8×4 modems. and should replace the modem years ago, so we don't recommend it.) Motorola MB8600 is our choice if you already have a gigabit internet service: This is the least expensive DOCSIS 3.1 gigabit modem, has a two-year warranty, and has Design.$160 from AmazonMay will be
availableIf you already have a gigabit internet plan and your provider allows you to use your own modem, the Motorola MB8600 is the best of the DOCSIS 3.1 modems that are widely available right now because of its relatively low price and its two-year warranty. You'll need DOCSIS 3.1 mode to guarantee gigabit speeds from most cable providers, and the
MB8600 is also compatible with gigabit Internet in networks that still use docSIS 3.0; for example, Sparklight/Cable One supports both DOCSIS 3.0 (32x8) and DOCSIS 3.1 modems for GigaOne. Don't get a gigabit modem if you already have a gigabit service or you don't know it's available. The extra cost of DOCSIS 3.1 MODS is not worth it until you're on
one of these new (and expensive) plans, especially since your provider can roll out gigabits over fiber rather than cable. And they may not even let you bring your own modem once they roll out the gigabit service. The Modem compatibility list, updated in June 20201 by Suddenlink, informed us that all DOCSIS 3.0 modems will work with the company's
service. But you should call Suddenlink to check compatibility before purchasing.Compatible with most providers, MB7621 supports internet plans up to 600 Mbps. It is always maintained, has a two-way warranty and pays off in about eight months. The CM600 supports the same speeds as the MB7621, but it's a bit more expensive and has a shorter, annual
warranty. Our former top pick is still a good choice if saving money is important to you, and until you are upgraded to a service plan faster than 300 Mbps.The Motorola MB8600 is our choice, If you already have a gigabit internet service: This is the least expensive DOCSIS 3.1 gigabit modem, has a two-year warranty, and has a good design.$160 from
AmazonMay to be out stockBefore joining Wirecutter, Joel Santo Domingo test and has written about PC, networking products and personal technology at PCMag and PC Magazine for over 17 years. Prior to writing the article for Life, Joel was an IT technology and sysadmin for small, medium and large companies. Thorin Klosowski has worked at Lifehacker
for almost six years, writing about hardware, software and all other aspects of technology. You should buy a cable modem if you are currently paying a rent fee from one of your provider. Most providers charge $10 a month to rent a modem- it's $120 a year each year, on top of what you already pay for Internet access. (Altice and Spectrum include the cost of
renting a modem in your current online plans, but if you haven't changed your plan in a few years, you can still pay the rent; give Altice or Spectrum a call to see what your current options are.) If you have a gigabit internet speed, you can expect to pay about $ up to $90 per modem, which means you'll save money in less than a year. Many providers rent
modems that double as wireless routers, which means that if you replace your rental mode with the one you bought, you may also need to buy a wireless wireless If you want Wi-Fi in your home (if you're not sure what the difference is between a router and a cable modem, we have a guide to that.) Our favorite wi-fi router is now selling for less than $200, but
you can find a decent one for about $100. This puts your total cost up to $160, which means it pays off in a year and a half. Your modem and router should last you at least a few years, if not more, so even if you go for the more expensive option, you will still come out on top. IsP-supplied modem router combos tend to have minimal feature lists and poor Wi-
Fi range, while standalone routers have added antennas for better coverage, more parental controls, and other nice features such as guest networks and VPN servers. ISPMonthly modem-rental fees (as of June 2020)Comcast Xfinity $14Spectrum $10 or no feeCox$10 or freeAltice $10 or $5 or no feesSudenlink$10WOW$10RCN$2 to $13, Depending on
your location, Sparklight/Cable One$10.50Mediacom$12 (Legacy plans from Optimum, Time Warner Cable, or Charter may include a modem-rental fee depending on who your provider was before the merger. Most current Spectrum plans have no separate fees. these technologies use different standards and connectors. Verizon Fios lets you buy your own
modem router combo, but you only have one choice and it's identical to the hardware they rent for you. We've tested the latest Wi-Fi routers to find the best ones - from budget options to the top of the line to make your wireless network faster and more responsive. Also, don't buy one if you use a cable provider for phone service: The models we cover here
have no phone ports. If you need one that does, check which telephony or eMTA modems your provider supports and if the company allows you to buy your own. The Comcast Xfinity webpage has a box, so you can determine which approved modems are enabled by voice/phone, and Cox has a list of approved modems compatible with their voice services.
Cable One notes that it only supports a couple of Arris modems (including the one it rents for you) for voice service on its support site, while WOW only supports his rented WOW! Advanced Modem for Voice. Telephony modems you can buy are also more expensive than conventional cable modems. Most providers charge $10 a month to rent a modem- it's
$120 a year each year, on top of what you already pay for Internet access. When to replace the old modem You should get a new modem if your does not support DOCSIS 3.0, the most common iteration of the Data interface specification Cable Service, which regulates how cable operators supply high-speed cable Internet. If you've had a modem for four or
five years, give the model's name a quick Google search; You may still be using a modem that only supports DOCSIS 2.0, in which case it's time to upgrade. But if you already have a cable DOCSIS 3.0 3.0 that supports your internet plan of better rates, don't buy a more powerful (and more expensive) cable modem for future verification. The first two versions
of DOCSIS used only one channel downstream (to download data) and one channel upstream (to download data). DOCSIS 3.0 allows modems to connect multiple channels into a single data stream, giving you 38 Mbps per channel. Since these channels can be combined, it is theoretically possible to obtain up to 606 Mbps from 16-channel modems and up
to 1.2 gigabits per second from 32-channel modems. The maximum speed of the modem, as the manufacturer lists, does not mean that everything is so much. Most providers limit 16×4 modems to about 300 Mbps, although in theory they can hit 600-plus Mbps. Most are currently available 24×8 or 32×8 modems max at 600 Mbps or 1 Gbps, respectively. If
you buy a 1 Gbp modem but only pay for a 300 Mbps service, your download speeds are still limited to 300 Mbps. Photo: Michael HessionNobody really reviews cable modems- it's hard because you can't know whether it's a modem or a provider that is to blame for lower speeds, so a few reviews that exist aren't very scientific. We also can't check multiple
modems on multiple providers ourselves. But generally speaking, modems either work or they don't. Instead, we started our research by reviewing all DOCSIS 3.0 and DOCSIS 3.1 modems that run on the country's largest internet providers-Comcast Xfinity, Spectrum, Cox, Optimal and Suddenlink (both owned by Altice), Sparklight/Cable One, RCN, and
WOW, and then narrowed the field for modems compatible with the most popular plans on these providers. (Altice and RCN do not publish a list of approved modems, although with few exceptions will not check whether any of our picks will work with their services.) Compatibility: Provider compatibility is a major factor when choosing a cable modem. The
modem either works with your provider or it doesn't. The first thing to do is check your provider's approved modem list - here's where to check out Comcast, Spectrum, Cox, Suddenlink, Sparklight/Cable One, Mediacom (PDF), and WOW (PDF). If you happen to live in an area where you can choose from multiple providers, the ability to bring a modem from
one provider to another is a good bonus. Channels: Channel communication is one of the descending (to download) and upstream (to download) channels that the modem can access. Mode channels appear in the field as a number, such as 16×4, 24x8 or 32×8. With DOCSIS 3.0, the more channels your modem has, the faster the speed, provided that your
provider supports these channels. This means that if Offers only 16 channels downstream in your area, using a 24×8 modem won't improve performance. The right cable modem has the right number of channels for your level of service. The average Internet speed in the U.S. is about 100 Mbps, and The fastest cable level offered by most major providers is
between 100 and 1000 Mbps (a.m. gigabit). If you have a service in the range of 100 to 300 Mbps, a 16×4 modem will suffice. If your internet plan is over 300 Mbps, you need a 24×8 modem or better. Our best choices will work for any plan up to 600 Mbps. We do not recommend 8×4 or 4×4 modems because providers are gradually out supporting these
older models, even on lower speed plans. Guarantee: Most modems come with a one or two year limited warranty that covers any catastrophic failure. The warranty is useful because the company usually replaces the modem if it stops working because of defects. Malfunctions are not commonplace with modems, but since buying your own funds you won't
get a guarantee through the cable provider anymore, the guarantee is good to have in case something goes wrong. Price: We found that you should expect to pay $60 to $80 for a DOCSIS 3.0 modem that works with most plans and has the features that you need to get the highest speeds available to you. Modems capable of full gigabit speeds are
significantly higher at $150 to $250.Heat: Read the owner's reviews for almost any modem, and someone will mention that the modem is heating up. Most manufacturers list the operating temperature on modems as up to 104 degrees Fahrenheit, which is quite hot for any electronic device. To prevent your modem from overheating, make sure the vents are
not covered and it is in the open space. Modems can be a little ugly, but that doesn't mean you have to hide your away in a drawer. We will monitor reports of excessive heat-related problems with cable modems, and we will update our choices as needed. After researching all the modems currently available, we landed four bidders for 24×8 modems:
Motorola MB7621, Netgear CM600, Linksys CM3024, and TP-Link TC-7650. We also reviewed two popular DOCSIS 3.0 16×4 modems that were our previous top pick and runner-up, respectively, the Netgear CM500 and TP-Link TC-7620, as well as three installed DOCSIS 3.1 models: Arris SURFboard SB8200, Motorola MB8600, and Netgear CM100.
Photo: Michael HessionCompatible with most providers, MB7621 supports internet plans up to 600 Mbps. It is always maintained, has a two-way warranty and pays off in about eight months. Motorola MB7621 is a reliable 24×8 DOCSIS 3.0 cable modem that works with all major providers at the time of writing. It is compatible with the most commonly offered
speed plans from Comcast Xfinity (up to 600 Mbps), Spectrum (up to 400 Mbps), Cox (Ultimate Classic), Suddenlink (up to 500 Mbps) and Sparklight/Cable One (up to 600 Mbps), and with the WOW 600 Mbps plan. than comparable modems like the CM600 Netgear, and it has a two-year warranty, so you can save a little more money and your equipment is
covered longer. Like most of our picks, the MB7621 has one Ethernet port to connect to the router and a coaxial cable connector, but there is no port for Phone. Photo: Michael HessionThe MB7621 is a DOCSIS 3.0 modem with 24 downstream channels and eight upstream channels. That's a lot for most internet×planes up to 600 Mbps, and many providers
require a 24×8 modem for their best non-gigabit plans such as a range of 400 Mbps plan or a Cox's Internet Ultimate Plan. Although DOCSIS 3.1 has started rolling out, this standard is compatible with the back, so all DOCSIS 3.0 modems will work with DOCSIS 3.1. While MB7621 has solid support from every major provider right now, re-checking your ISP's
compatibility page before you buy a modem is still a good idea. Providers frequently update their modem compatibility lists, and sometimes they drop the modem support with little or no warning. Our experience over the last year has been unpretentious. The best thing I can say about the cable modem is that it's fast and I never need to think about it, said
editor Ben Keough. This one checks both of these boxes. Photo: Michael HessionThe CM600 maintains the same speeds as the MB7621, but it's a little more expensive and has a shorter annual warranty. The Netgear CM600, another highly regarded 24×8 DOCSIS 3.0 cable modem, promises the same performance levels at the same speed levels as the
MB7621- it just costs a little more and has a shorter, one-year warranty. The Netgear CM600 (PDF) user manual also approves Optimum compatibility, but if you have Optimum, you should call your local Optimum support number to check before you buy any modem. Owners like it; Amazon reviews are consistently positive. Our long-term testing reinforces
the positive modem reviews: The set-up with Optimum was pretty quick and easy and It works just fine... I had no problem says Makula Dunbar, Wirecutter's Associate Partnerships Manager.While reviews show that the CM600 is a reliable modem, Netgear included a one-year warranty is not great, given that most other modems (including Motorola's
Motorola MB7621) come with a two-year warranty. Modems tend to work pretty hot - the maximum work temperature for the CM600 is 104 degrees Fahrenheit (PDF) - so there's always the possibility something will go wrong if, for example, you don't place your in a well-ventilated area. Although the CM600 has solid support from every major provider right
now, re-checking your ISP's compatibility page before you buy a modem is still a good idea. Providers frequently update their modem compatibility lists, and sometimes they drop the modem support with little or no warning. Photo: Kyle FitzgeraldOn the former top pick is still a good choice if saving money is important to you, and until you're upgraded to a
service plan faster than 300 Mbps.A former top pick, Netgear CM500 is still A good choice for budget Internet users. It shares many of the same features as our top choice, including the widespread approval of the provider, at a lower purchase price. The trade-off is that the CM500 provider's support is usually usually 300 Mbps instead of 600 Mbps capable
of MB7621 and CM600. It is compatible with Comcast Xfinity (up to 250 Mbps), Spectrum (up to 300 Mbps), Cox (Final Plan), Suddenlink (up to 500 Mbps) and Sparklight/Cable One (up to 300 Mbps), and with a WOW 500 Mbps plan. On the other hand, you'll be fine for a while because DOCSIS 3.1 is back compatible with DOCSIS 3.0 modems. This is a
great choice if you don't need your cable company's fastest plans, or if they're not available to where you live. Photo: Michael HessionThe Motorola MB8600 is our choice, If you already have a gigabit Internet service: This is the least expensive modem DOCSIS 3.1 gigabit, has a two-year warranty, and has a good design.$160 from AmazonMay to be in
stockIf you already have a gigabit cable internet plan, or know that your provider offers one and allows you to bring your own cable modem, Motorola MB8600 is the best option. It is usually cheaper than its competitors, it has certificates from Sparklight/Cable One, Coke, and Xfinity, and it has a two-year warranty. Since it is a DOCSIS 3.1 certified and
supports 32×8 DOCSIS 3.0 channels, it should work with other cable companies that have allowed Gigabit Ethernet in their networks, but as usual, you should check with your individual provider. For example, the RCN website does not say that the company does not currently support the MB8600, but it also does not specify an approved alternative. You
don't have to get an MB8600, or any other gigabit modem, if you don't know your is provider supports it today. As long as your provider offers gigabit services in your area, you won't know if it will roll out DOCSIS 3.0, DOCSIS 3.1, or fiber to your home. The MB8600 should work for the first two situations, but it will be useless if they install fiber. For more
information, check out our section on DOCSIS 3.1 and gigabit internet. The MB8600 has four Gigabit Ethernet ports on the back, which, as you would expect, are not connected to a built-in router or switch, they cannot be used to connect Wired Ethernet devices. The ports are hidden behind a yellow sticker to prevent confusion, but it's easy to pull it out for
access. The four ports are a bit of a future-proof, as they can be included by your provider for link/port aggregation if and when your provider decides to support it, although neither provider or home router does. Ports can also be used to support two (or more) separate IP addresses from your provider. However, this feature only applies if you need separate
accounts in your home for business and personal or family use, coming on the same physical coaxial cable. For example, if you already have two or more cable modems in your home, each of which serves Account. The MB8600 can combine them into one box, but you still need separate routers for each network. The MB8600 has additional Ethernet ports
under this yellow sticker, but they do not function except in extremely specific circumstances. Photo: Michael HessionDOCSIS 3.1 modems stand worth twice as many as our basic picks, which means they will take over the course of a year to pay off assuming a modem rent of $10 per month. Don't buy one just for future protection, or if you use a slower
docSIS 3.1 network plan will be compatible with our DOCSIS 3.0 picks, meaning that the old DOCSIS 3.0 modems will continue to work just fine, albeit at lower speeds, on the new DOCSIS 3.1 networks. You don't have to get an MB8600, or any other gigabit modem, if you don't know your is provider supports it today. No matter which modem you choose,
you will need to activate it as soon as you get it. Each provider has a different activation process, but you need to either call the company or visit the URL to activate the modem. Here's how to activate the new modem at Comcast, Spectrum, Cox, Suddenlink, and Sparklight/Cable one. You will need to call WOW support to activate the modem with this
provider. Modem compatibility list, updated June 2020Cable modemComcast XfinitySpectrumCoxSuddenlinkSparklight/Cable OneWOWMediacomNetgear CM600 (24×8)Up to 960 MbpsUp to 400 MbpsUltimate ClassicUp to 500 Mbps1Up to 600 MbpsUp to 600 Mbpsn/aMotorola MB7621 (24×8)Up to 846 MbpsUp to 400 MbpsUltimate Classicn/aUp to 300
MbpsUp to 600 Mbpsn/aNetgear CM500 (16×4)Up to 372 MbpsUp to 400 MbpsUltimate ClassicUp to 500 Mbps1Up to 300 MbpsUp to 600 Mbpsn/aTP-Link TC-7620 (16×4)Up to 370 MbpsUp to 300 MbpsUltimate ClassicUp to 500 Mbps1Up to 300 MbpsUp to 200 Mbpsn/aTP-Link TC-7650 (24×8)Up to 841 MbpsMinimally qualifiedUltimate Classicn/an/aUp
to 600 Mbpsn/aMotorola MB8600 (DOCSIS 3.1)Up to 1,000 MbpsUp to 400 MbpsGigablastn/aUp to 1,000 MbpsUp to 1,000 MbpsUp to 1,000 MbpsArris SURFboard SB8200 (DOCSIS 3.1)Up to 1,000 Mbpsn/aGigablastn/aUp to 1,000 MbpsUp to 1,000 MbpsUp to 1,000 MbpsNetgear CM1000 (DOCSIS 3.1)Up to 1,000 MbpsUp to 1,000
MbpsGigablastn/aUp to 1,000 MbpsUp up to 1000 MbpsUp up to 1000 MbpsNetgear CM1100 (DOCSIS 3.1) Up to 1000 MbpsUp up to 1000 MbpsGigablastn/aUp up to 1000 MbpsUp up to 11 Up to 1000 Mbps up to 1000 Mbps CM1200 (DOCSIS 3.1) Up to 1000 Mbps Up to 1000 Mbps Suddenlink has told us that all DOCSIS 3.0 modems will work with the
company's service, But you should call sudden link to compatibility before buying. We've reviewed the Linksys CM3024, but this 24×8 modem has a few punches against it. It has only a one-year warranty and is clearly not included in the approved modem lists of many cable companies. However, its most glaring drawback is that it uses an Intel Puma 6
chipset. We are not shy about recommending modems with this chipset, which, according to the Register, can cause delay problems (especially in online games). To date, Linksys has not released a firmware fix for the modem. Netgear CM1000 is a gigabit mode DOCSIS 3.1, which is a contender Our choice of update. It's more expensive and has a shorter
warranty than the Motorola MB8200, but the CM1000 is a decent alternative if the latter is unavailable. Teh Teh has only one Gigabit Ethernet port at the back, so you won't be able to use link/port aggregation on this modem in the future. The Arris SB8200 is another widely available DOCSIS 3.1 modem with similar specifications on the Netgear CM1000 and
Motorola MB8600, but as mentioned above, it has a premium price over the MB8600. It has a long two-point warranty, and two Ethernet ports in the back to support connecting two routers/computers with two separate IP addresses, or for aggregating links (you'll still need a compatible router). Arris SURFboard SB6190 and Netgear CM700 are the most
widely supported version of the plans, which are faster than 300 Mbps, but not DOCSIS 3.1. These 32×8 modems are significantly more expensive than 16×4 modems and are redundant if you have a 600 Mbps or slower data plan. If you're already at the gigabit data level, we recommend that you just go ahead and buy the DOCSIS 3.1 modem. They are
compatible with 32×8 DOCSIS 3.0 networks, and you'll be all set if or when your provider takes DOCSIS 3.1. These specific modems also use the troubled Intel Puma 6 chipset, which can cause delay problems. While modem manufacturers have distributed updated firmware fixes to providers, it's ultimately up to your cable company to support the modem.
Netgear CM1100 and CM1200 modems docSIS 3.1, and like motorola MB8600, both are designed for multi-gigabit Internet plans. The CM1100 has two Ethernet ports, the same as the MB8600, while the business-oriented CM1200 has four. Several Ethernet ports are needed to connect multi-gig 802.11ax/Wi-Fi 6 routers that support link aggregation (several
Ethernet cables connect the modem and router to support multi-gigabit speeds, but we don't think most people will use this feature anytime soon). Like other Netgear modems, they have a one-year warranty. The CM1100 costs about the same as the MB6800, while the CM1200 costs about $50 more. We'd dismiss the latter straight as it's done mostly for
business, but the CM1100 could be an alternative to our upgrade pick if it goes on sale and you don't mind that it has a shorter warranty for one year. In the chart above, we'll list which of our cable modem applicants are providers based on information from each provider. (Optimum/Altice does not provide a list of compatible modems.) Where this is
applicable, we also include the maximum speeds that each provider supports. We don't include modem router combos because we don't recommend them. DOCSIS 3.1, which supports our upgrade selection, is the next standard for online cable modems and providers. It promises speeds of up to 10 Gbps, improved download efficiency and better queue
management for large downloads. People docSIS, they say that improved 3.1 technologies will lead to better stability even at lower speeds. We spoke with Belal Hamzeh, Vice President of Wireless Technology at CableLabs, the company that invented DOCSIS, and he noted that the great strength of DOCSIS 3.1 is Update: To implement DOCSIS 3.1, the
provider does not need to upgrade cable lines - only equipment at their facilities. This means that more cable operators will be able to offer gigabit speeds over the next few years, and many are already doing so. Cox aims to have DOCSIS 3.1 in 99% of its service area by the end of 2019, with more than 94% coverage in areas such as San Diego, and
regional provider Mediacom has already rolled it out in parts of Indiana. Nationally, Comcast has begun rolling out its faster Internet plans docSIS 3.1, starting with 15 cities in 2017, with plans to reach all 39 states they serve by the end of 2018. Charter plans to expand DOCSIS 3.1 gigabit service to 50 million homes within the same time frame. WOW
currently claims 95% coverage for its customers. You'll need a DOCSIS 3.1 modem as our upgrade selection only if you're in one of these covered areas and you have a gigabit internet plan- they're expensive right now and you won't see faster speeds if you pay for one of these gigabit plans. If you are in one of these cities and want to subscribe to one of the
proposed gigabit internet plans, wait to buy a modem until you have a plan, so you know it's compatible. DOCSIS 3.1 is compatible with the back, so if you have DOCSIS 3.0 mode and you don't plan to upgrade to gigabit speeds, DOCSIS 3.0 mode will continue to work with your provider. Right now, gigabit speed is possible on 32×8 DOCSIS 3.0 modems,
but we don't recommend buying them as they use the troubled Intel Puma 6 chipset, and it's hard to tell if your provider has rolled out a fix for the chipset delay problem. Our choice of DOCSIS 3.1 modem is 32×8 DOCSIS 3.0-compatible in spec, so get DOCSIS 3.1 mode if you want true gigabit speed on any cable network. Sparklight/Cable One, parts of the
Suddenlink coverage area, and some regional carriers support gigabit speeds over DOCSIS 3.0, but this is not common. You will only need a DOCSIS 3.1 modem as our upgrade choice if you have a gigabit internet speed plan- they are expensive right now and you won't see faster speeds if you pay for one of these gigabit plans. Please note that some
DOCSIS 3.1 modems advertise speeds of up to 10 Gbps. This is the theoretical limit of DOCSIS 3.1 and is currently unavailable. To do this, you'll need a 2.5-hp WAN port aggregation router or an Ethernet port to reach speeds above 1 Gbps, and at the moment most providers list 1 Gbps as a top-level speed for residential customers. Gigabit Fiber Internet
Plans are growing increasingly popular, too- Optimal and Suddenlink's parent company, Altice, will be skipping DOCSIS 3.1 entirely in favor of fiber. it is usually faster than cable, especially in download speeds, but this includes additional costs for companies because it requires new cables and network architecture. That's the cost of installing, at least in part,
why Google Fiber has dialed back plans for its broadband rollout. Don't worry though- other suppliers, including Fiber, CenturyLink, Frontier, Verizon, and Windstream are expanding their networks. Those who look far into the future (relatively speaking) are starting to get excited about 5G wireless internet for home and mobile use. 5G uses fiber as a base, but
uses wireless technology to provide services to homes and businesses. As mentioned above, you should not buy a DOCSIS 3.1 modem right now if DOCSIS 3.1 is not available in your area. Future insulation is good in theory, but difficult in practice. It may seem smart to buy the best modem available, but the interaction between the technology, your location,
and the provider means that your chances of spending money on a device that may not work in the future are higher with modems than with other types of electronics. ISPs tend to be shy with their technology and deployment services, so it's hard to tell when or if-you'll see a kick in the speed they offer. For example, just because some parts of Denver have
access to gigabit speeds doesn't mean that the surrounding suburbs will. Motorola has announced a new cable modem DOCSIS 3.1 called MB8611 (PDF). The modem features a 2.5-gigabyte Ethernet port that supports higher speeds for Wi-Fi 6 routers and grid networks. As stated above, this is more of a future-proof move, since most providers are on top
of a one-gigabit internet. It is expected to be available in late 2020. Patrick Austin and David Murphy contributed to this article. About 1,165,000 Added Broadband in 1q 2020, Leichtman Research Group, May 13, 2020Greg White, As DOCSIS 3.1 Reduces Delay with Active Queue Management, CableLabs, June 6, 2014Why it is important to update the end
of life and unsupported equipment, ComcastDan Mahoney and Greg Ravert, broadband competition helps to reduce prices and faster download speeds for American housing consumers (PDF), Anali Group, November 1, 2016Mark Bergen, Google Fiber pulls back on its broadband deployment as pressure grows to reduce costs Recode, August 25,
2016Daniel Frankel, Cox revises gigabit deployment plan, now targeting 2020 to go trail around: report, FierceVideo, July 12, 2017Carle Bode, Altice will skip DOCSIS 3.1, Deploy Full Fiber to Home, DSLReports, November 30, 2016Motorola Boost/Arris Branding Name, Arris2018 USA Speedtest Market Report , Ookla, December 12, 2018Joel Santo
Domingo is a senior staff writer covering networking and storage at Wirecutter. It has previously tested and reviewed more than a thousand PCs and technical devices for PCMag and other sites over a 17-year period. Joel became interested in service journalism after answering many questions What's good? while working as an IT and technology manager.
Thorin Klosowski is the editor of the theme and security at Wirecutter. He has been writing about technology for over a decade, with a focus on learning, doing, that is, breaking things as often as possible to see how they work. For better or worse, he applies that DIY approach to its reporting.by Andrew Cunningham We have spent hundreds of hours testing
dozens of routers, grid kits, and extenders to find the best gear to get strong Wi-Fi throughout your home.by Andrew CunninghamA modem connects your home network to the web, and the router allows your devices to talk to each other and use that internet connection. Most people both.by Kimber Streams and Nathan EdwardsYou don't always need to
spend a lot of money to get great technology. Unlike most cheap gadgets, these budget choices will serve you well for years.by Sarah WitmanWe tested the leading UPS models and found the Tripp Lite AVR750U to be the best option for getting a little extra power for basic gear during the blackout. Blackout. asus cm-16 review
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