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It	is	in	this	very	different	environment	that	he	is	able	to	question	who	he	is.	H-Net	permits	the	redistribution	and	reprinting	of	this	work	for	nonprofit,	educational	purposes,	with	full	and	accurate	attribution	to	the	author,	web	location,	date	of	publication,	originating	list,	and	H-Net:	Humanities	&	Social	Sciences	Online.	Interestingly,	Emecheta^Òs
description	of	St.	Simon	is	one	of	a	town	that	harbors	no	overt	racism.	She	decides	that	they	world	provide	the	right	Christian	home	for	her	own	baby,	Chester.	No	longer	does	he	have	the	doubts	that	hindered	him	previously.	Probably	the	only	solid	or	certain	thing	that	Chester	feels	he	has	in	his	life.	What	may	also	be	important	about	the	story	is	the
fact	that	despite	the	narrator	calling	Arthur,	Ginny	and	Julia	‘his	family’,	Chester	believes	the	recurring	dream	he	has	is	about	his	real	home.	Chester	has	escaped	into	his	dream	while	Julia	has	become	introverted.	The	end	of	the	story	is	also	interesting	as	Chester	for	the	first	time	in	the	story	acts	with	surety	or	certainty.	It	is	also	noticeable	that
Arthur	and	Ginny	love	Chester	regardless	of	the	colour	of	his	skin.	Chester	knows	he	is	different.	He	is	perplexed	by	the	world	he	apprehends	rather	than	finding	any	type	of	^Óhome^Ô.	Similarly	when	Ginny	tells	Chester	that	‘your	people’	are	from	the	east;	Chester	again	begins	to	doubt	who	he	is.	Emecheta	convincingly	captures	the	disjuncture
between	identities	and	their	relation	to	the	real.	He	fully	accepts	his	circumstances.	95	(paper),	ISBN	978-0-435-91204-8.	Shortly	afterwards,	Chester	is	delivered	to	social	services	with	a	letter	explaining	that	the	Arlingtons	should	be	his	new	parents.	Chester	leaves	the	Arlington^Òs	and	St.	Simon,	moving	to	Liverpool	and	living	with	the	Ugwu^Òs.
Emecheta	describes	Chester^Òs	perceptions	of	Nigeria	in	terms	that	convey	his	position	as	an	outsider.	This	insecurity	or	doubt	also	manifests	itself	when	Chester	goes	to	school.	If	anything	Chester	not	only	accepts	who	his	parents	are	(Arthur	and	Ginny)	but	he	fully	accepts	who	he	is	regardless	of	the	fact	that	he	is	adopted.	No	longer	is	his	life	as
simple	as	being	Arthur	and	Ginny	Arlington’s	child.	For	any	other	proposed	use,	contact	the	Reviews	editorial	staff	at	hbooks@mail.h-net.org.	He	is	the	son	of	Arthur	and	Ginny	Arlington.	I	strongly	recommend	this	novel	in	its	uncovering	of	contemporary	complexities	in	an	accessible	form.	Emecheta	thereby	highlights	the	relationship	between
identity	and	memory	as	mediated	forms	of	representation,	with	family	and	belonging	being	reliant	on	love	rather	than	genetics.	In	The	New	Tribe	by	Buchi	Emecheta	we	have	the	theme	of	change,	love,	insecurity,	identity	and	acceptance.	Ginny	is	so	in	love	with	Chester	that	she	creates	a	small	book	for	him	about	Nigeria.	Chester	eventually	realizes
that	his	memory	of	a	Nigerian	village	is	actually	a	memory	of	a	book	that	Ginny	had	made	for	him	as	a	child.	The	inhabitants	accept	Chester	as	the	Arlington^Òs	son.	He	may	have	been	born	in	Nigeria	but	he	lives	with	the	Arlingtons	now.	It	is	as	though	Chester	cannot	at	times	make	any	type	of	identification	with	the	Arlingtons	being	his	parents.
Likewise	when	Chester	grows	older	Ray	is	there	for	him.	Despite	showing	calmness	throughout	the	story	there	is	one	occasion	in	whereby	Arthur	gets	angry.	Web.	^ÑIs	that	your	problem?	Chester	is	always	selected	to	play	the	part	of	the	leader	of	the	three	wise	kings	in	Christmas	pageants	because	^Ó^Åthe	kings	came	from	the	Orient,	and	would
have	looked	like	Chester^Ô	(p.	He	identifies	with	Ray	in	school	when	Ray	arrives	to	the	school	and	begins	to	cry.	It	is	as	though	they	are	starting	afresh.	2017.	The	reader	realising	that	the	trigger	for	Arthur’s	anger	is	not	the	fact	that	Chester	has	laughed	at	him	but	in	reality	Arthur	knows	the	dynamic	within	the	family	has	changed	since	both
children	became	aware	they	were	adopted.	Emecheta	may	also	be	exploring	the	theme	of	insecurity,	particularly	when	it	comes	to	Chester.	IT	BREAKS	INTO	MY	HEART	AND	I	CRIED	DURING	MY	READING,	AND	TO	ADD	MORE,	IT	WAS	THE	BIGGEST	DEBATE	IN	MY	SCHOOLING	YEAR	WHILE	I	WAS	IN	GRADE	12,	WE	DEBATED	ON	IT	WITH	MY
CLASS	MATES	ALONG	WITH	OUR	ENGLISH	TEACHER,	WE	LOVED	THE	STORY	AND	REALLY	DID,	THOUGH	STILL	IN	LOVE	WITH	IT.I'M	GIVING	BUCHI	EMECHETA	10/10.AND	I	WOULD	APPRECIATE	IF	ANYONE	DOES	HAVE	A	PDF	COPY	OF	THE	STORY	TO	KINDLY	PLEASE	SHARE	IT	WITH	ME,	VIA	EMAIL	ADDRESS	TO
www.ttebzamashala630@gmail.com	...more	Buchi	Emecheta.	It	is	also	noticeable	that	the	pressure	within	the	family	unit	increases	after	Arthur	tells	Julia	and	Chester	they	are	adopted.	URL:	Copyright	©	2001	by	H-Net,	all	rights	reserved.	Citation:	Ronit	Fainman-Frenkel.	Emecheta^Òs	astute	portrayal	of	the	mechanisms	of	racism,	on	both	an
internal	and	external	level,	delivers	a	strong	message	in	very	accessible	terms.	45).	H-AfrTeach,	H-Net	Reviews.	Arthur	does	go	through	the	same	procedure	in	order	to	adopt	Chester.	The	New	Tribe	tells	the	story	of	Chester's	long	search	for	his	true	identity,	and	the	challenges	he	faces	as	a	black	child	in	a	white	family.	Neither	boy	appears	to	judge
the	other	negatively.	Chester’s	friendship	with	Ray	Miller	may	also	be	significant	as	Emecheta	may	be	using	the	friendship	to	highlight	just	how	well-rounded	Chester	is	despite	the	insecurities	he	feels.	If	anything	Chester	is	accepting	who	he	is.	Though	Arthur	had	hoped	that	both	Chester	and	Julia	would	accept	the	fact	they	were	adopted,	without	too
much	difficulty,	this	has	not	been	the	case.	The	story^Òs	central	protagonist	is	Chester,	a	black	child	who	is	adopted	by	a	white	family	consisting	of	Reverend	Arthur	Arlington,	his	wife	Ginny	and	their	white	adopted	daughter,	Julia.	Buchi	Emecheta^Òs,	The	New	Tribe,	tackles	complex	issues	without	sentimentality.	The	New	Tribe.	Which	may	be
important	as	Ginny	is	making	sure	that	Chester	when	he	is	old	enough	to	understand	will	not	forget	his	roots.	Similarly	when	it	comes	to	Chester’s	arrival,	though	hesitant	at	the	start.	Something	he	only	begins	to	understand	when	he	questions	Arthur	when	he	is	older.	A	strong	motif	in	the	text	is	a	memory	that	Chester	has	of	a	Nigerian	village,	an
image	that	he	tries	to	find	in	Nigeria.	Enoch^Òs	^Óextra	parental	enthusiasm^Ô	inspires	Chester	to	continue	with	his	education,	as	he	becomes	Chester^Òs	elder	or	guide	in	a	wider	context.	He	is	the	only	black	child	for	miles	around.	79).	Miller	(the	mother	of	Chester^Òs	best	friend)	refers	to	as	^Óhis	own	people^Ô	(p.	The	two	swap	passports
and	Chester	goes	to	Nigeria	in	search	of	his	half-remembered	village.	Chester	observes	Enoch	with	his	sons	and	asks	himself,	^ÓIs	that	what	real	fathers	do?^Ô	(p.	Cite	PostMcManus,	Dermot.	It	is	as	though	their	friendship	is	solid.	154	pp.	You	are	one	of	us,	that^Òs	all...^Ô	(p.	Life	changes	dramatically	for	the	Arlingtons	when	Julia	arrives	at	their
doorstep.	May,	2001.	Review	of	Emecheta,	Buchi,	The	New	Tribe.	Chester	is	the	only	black	child	in	the	small	English	seaside	town	of	St.	Simon	where	he	grows	up.	For	any	other	proposed	use,	contact	the	Reviews	editorial	staff	at	hbooks@mail.h-net.msu.edu.	He	knows	that	he	doesn’t	wish	to	play	the	king	in	the	nativity	play	and	despite	Ginny’s
wishes	stays	off	stage.	The	media	cover	this	moving	story,	and	a	Nigerian	woman	living	in	England	takes	more	than	a	passing	interest	in	the	Arlingtons.	"The	New	Tribe	by	Buchi	Emecheta."	The	Sitting	Bee.	Reviewed	by	Ronit	Fainman-Frenkel	(Program	in	Comparative	Cultural	and	Literary	Studies,	University	of	Arizona,	Tucson)	Published	on	H-
AfrTeach	(May,	2001)	The	New	Tribe	The	New	Tribe	Buchi	Emecheta^Òs	latest	novel,	The	New	Tribe,	is	an	engaging	text	that	tackles	complex	issues	in	a	seemingly	simple	manner.	81).	The	Sitting	Bee,	15	Aug.	However	it	is	noticeable	that	Arthur	becomes	stressed	by	all	the	documentation	he	must	provide	in	order	for	both	him	and	Ginny	to	become
Julia’s	adoptive	parents.	IT	BREAKS	INTO	MY	HEART	AND	I	CRIED	DURING	MY	READING,	AND	TO	ADD	MORE,	IT	WAS	THE	BIGGEST	DEBATE	IN	MY	SCHOOLING	YEAR	WHILE	I	WAS	IN	GRADE	12,	WE	DEBATED	ON	IT	WITH	MY	CLASS	MATES	ALONG	WITH	OUR	ENGLISH	TEACHER,	WE	LOVED	THE	STORY	AND	REALLY	DID,	THOUGH
STILL	IN	LOVE	WITH	IT.I'M	GIVING	BUCHI	EMECHETA	10/10.AND	I	WOULD	APPRECIATE	IF	ANYONE	DOES	HAVE	A	PDF	COPY	OF	THE	STORY	TO	KINDLY	PLEASE	SHARE	IT	WITH	ME,	THE	STORY	BREAKS	OUT	THE	WHOLE	SET	OF	ABUSE,	THE	SENSE	OF	UNBELONGING	INTO	A	PLACE/HOME.	Narrated	in	the	third	person	by	an	unnamed
narrator	the	reader	realises	from	the	beginning	of	the	story	that	Emecheta	may	be	exploring	the	theme	of	change	and	love.	It	is	only	Chester	himself	who	doubts	his	place	in	the	family.	It	may	also	be	symbolically	significant	that	Chester	has	bought	Ginny	a	new	diary.	So	young	Chester	enters	the	vicarage	of	the	sleepy	seaside	village	of	St	Simon.
Nothing	has	been	written	as	of	yet.	If	there	is	additional	discussion	of	this	review,	you	may	access	it	through	the	network,	at:	.	When	a	baby	girl	is	abandoned	at	birth,	Reverend	Arlington	and	his	wife	Ginny	are	only	too	happy	to	adopt	her.	Chester	at	the	end	of	the	story	no	longer	has	any	insecurities	about	who	he	is	or	about	belonging.	Related	Posts:
A	new	life	with	independence	awaits	Chester	He	is	not	drawn	to	the	past	as	he	had	previously	been	nor	is	he	overly	concerned	about	discovering	who	he	had	previously	thought	he	might	be	(son	of	a	Nigerian	mother).	Which	may	be	important	as	Emecheta	may	be	suggesting	that	through	the	insecurity	or	doubt	that	Chester	feels	he	is	also	beginning
to	question	his	identity.	Enoch	is	the	first	person	to	tell	Chester	that	he	is	an	African,	even	specifically	a	Nigerian:	^ÑMr.	Ugwu,	how	do	you	know	I^Òm	a	Nigerian?^Ò	...	Ginny	in	particular	adapts	very	well	to	her	new	role	as	a	mother	while	Arthur	tends	to	remain	in	the	background	when	it	comes	to	the	rearing	of	Julia.	From	a	very	early	age
Chester	feels	as	though	he	doesn’t	belong.	12).	Emecheta	reveals	the	mechanisms	of	Pan-African	identity	formation,	that	extends	into	Chester^Òs	search	for	his	^Óroots^Ô.	Emecheta	focuses	on	questions	of	^Ócross	racial^Ô	adoption,	the	relationship	between	Africa	and	its	diaspora,	race,	identity	and	family.	This	may	be	important	as	in	many	ways
Chester	is	turning	his	back	on	his	dream.	This	may	be	important	as	it	suggests	that	Arthur	(and	Ginny)	love	Julia	and	will	do	whatever	they	have	to	do	in	order	to	become	Julia’s	adoptive	parents.	The	racism	that	Chester	encounters	is	more	subtle,	consisting	of	what	Paul	Gilroy	calls	cultural	racism.	THE	STORY	BREAKS	OUT	THE	WHOLE	SET	OF
ABUSE,	THE	SENSE	OF	UNBELONGING	INTO	A	PLACE/HOME.	As	a	teenager,	Chester	works	in	a	summer	resort	where	he	first	encounters	Enoch	Ugwu,	a	Nigerian	on	holiday	with	his	children;	a	family	who	Mrs.	Unable	to	find	children^Òs	books	set	in	Africa,	Ginny	constructs	her	own	for	her	child.	Copyright	2001	by	H-Net,	all	rights	reserved.	As
the	caretaker	of	the	local	youth	center,	Chester	works	with	Jimoh	who	is	in	England	to	earn	money	before	he	returns	to	his	family	in	Nigeria.	She	is	able	to	convey	the	complexities	of	both	identity	formation	and	their	representations	in	everyday	life.	He	does	not	want	to	stay	in	school	even	going	as	far	as	shouting	out	his	wish	to	go	home.	Portsmouth
and	Oxford:	Heinemann,	2000.
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